Hon. Diane Harkey
Issa: The wrong candidate for all the “Right” reasons
Dear Friend:
After reading that former Congressman Darrell Issa is trying to run for Congress again, I feel compelled
to speak up publicly.
In 2018 I was Issa’s hand-picked successor to his 49th Congressional District, but I firmly believe that
Darrell Issa is the last person we should be supporting for any office in California.
Put simply, Darrell Issa is a quitter who neglected his own constituents for years and cost us a oncereliably Republican Congressional District.
•

Mr. Issa, the richest Member of Congress worth hundreds of millions of dollars – raised more
than $1 million from unsuspecting Republican donors for his supposed campaign to fight for the
49th District. When he announced he was not going to defend district, he was of course, asked to
transfer some of those funds to the Republican Party and other groups to help defend
Republican seats in California. He refused and instead transferred $645,000 of his donors’ funds
to his personal checking account after leaving office.

Allow me to share some facts with you:
•

•

•

•

Issa almost lost the 49th Congressional District in 2016. Instead of bowing out gracefully early in
the 2018 cycle to allow other worthy Republican candidates adequate time to mount
campaigns, Darrell punted his decision not to run until late in the process. In January 2018 Issa
approached me to give up my safe Board of Equalization Seat to run for his 49th Congressional
District. Issa promised me that he would help me campaign and fundraise to win, standard
practice for an incumbent Congress person retiring from office.
Early polling showed a generic Republican, especially female, would have an easier time winning
the 49th District than the incumbent, Issa, who had ignored his district for years. He was
encouraged to call me because I had a history of winning elections, was the highest ranking
state Republican elected official, and could hit the ground running. Recall in the crowded toptwo primary I placed #1, winning 26% of the vote due to years of working for the District and
Southern California.
While Issa publicly claimed to be helping me, behind-the-scenes with key donors and national
groups he was stonewalling and hurting fundraising by telling all that the seat was not winnable.
The $1.6 million we raised in a short 9 month period came almost entirely from local donors
who truly worked to save the district.
Even more unbelievable, as a public display of his lack of concern or support, at 6:45am on
Election Day, Issa made an appearance on Fox News where he declared the 49th unwinnable
before our voters even got to go to the polls. We were 10 points up in early returns, showing the
strength of our volunteers and team, but we lacked funding and DC support to cover the district
or defend attack ads. Issa’s self-serving TV appearance, broadcast repeatedly via TV and radio,
certainly suppressed Republican turnout, which affected down-ticket races as well.
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•

Sadly, even before the campaign dust settled, we knew the reason a sitting Congressman would
want us to fail. During the 2018 campaign, there were rumors about the 50th District opening up
due to scandal. Knowing the 50th District was a one of the strongest Republican seats in
California, Issa did not want a Republican to win the 49th lest he appear a weak candidate when
Hunter’s 50th District opened up.

In a General Election, Issa will of course be hit with multiple scandals not detailed here – making him
perhaps the worst Republican nominee for the 50th District in this cycle.
Before you even consider supporting Issa, ask Darrell:
1. Why did you claim to retire from the fabulous 49th District in 2018, in what was anticipated to be a
rough year for Republicans, if you still wanted to be in Congress?
2. Why after refusing to help in 2018, setting us up for failure in the 49th are you now expecting people
to believe you will “save” the 50th District, when we already have a very strong candidate that can
win that seat? Darrell, are you setting us up to lose the 50th as well?
3. Why did you take $645,000 of hard-earned dollars from campaign contributors and hoard it, rather
than parting with at least some of it to help us fight for the GOP in California, as Congressman Ed
Royce and others did to help their district and state?
Simply stated, Issa is the wrong candidate for all the “Right” reasons.
That brings me to a final point. As much as I’m disappointed in Darrell Issa for quitting and being selfserving, I’m inspired by the leading candidate in the race: Carl DeMaio. I’ve known Carl DeMaio for 15
years and he’s the epitome of a leader, which is what we need in California. Carl never gives up, has a
strong message and works for the team. That’s why I’m pleased to support him for the 50th
Congressional District and ask that you do the same.
Still in the fight –

Diane Harkey

