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July 30, 2019 

To: Pioneer Board of Directors 

In early 2016, I proposed to the Board of Supervisors the concept of a CCA as a way to provide economic 

benefits to the people and business of Placer County and to leverage Placer County’s local resources for 

economic development purposes, specifically with the intent of providing residents and businesses lower 

and more stable rates, and to take advantage of opportunities for job creation through the development of 

our local resources. 

On July 26, 2016, by Resolution No. 2016-1 of the then Sierra Valley Energy Authority, now Pioneer 

Community Energy, the Board appointed me as executive director and secretary. The joint powers authority 

agreement approved by all member entities also provides that the County Treasurer is the Treasurer of 

Pioneer Community Energy. 

I am pleased to have had the opportunity to develop the CCA concept, prove its feasibility, implement and 

successfully operate Placer County’s CCA – Pioneer Community Energy. 

Since 2016, I have outreached and engaged thousands of people in the community with over 100 

presentations and question and answer sessions and I have met directly with many of Pioneers largest 

customers. Some of these public venues having as many as 700 community members in attendance. Since 

launching in February of 2018, Pioneer Community Energy has saved the residents and business over $15 

million. I am particularly proud that over a twelve-month period Pioneer Community Energy increased 

affordability for low income individuals and families by saving CARE and FERA customers over $750,000. 

I am proud and pleased of the work that I have done to propose, develop, implement and operate Pioneer 

Community Energy over the past three and a half years. From development through operation to-date, 

Pioneer has been managed in a very prudent and fiscally conservative manner. Since launching in February 

2018, Pioneer has outperformed or exceeded its feasibility pro-forma. In particular Pioneer has exceeded its 

expected customer savings by over 360%. In my role as Treasurer, I developed and arranged for very 

advantageous financing to provide Pioneer the initial resources to launch service to its 80,000 plus 

customers. 

Unfortunately, my professional training and experience do not align with the July 29, 2019 Board direction 

related to debt and fiscal management of Pioneer Community Energy. As a result I am no longer willing to 

serve as executive director or secretary of Pioneer Community Energy. 

I will work to assist the Board with recruitment of a new executive director, unless the Board chooses 

otherwise, and I will work to ensure a smooth transition once a new director is selected. In the meantime, I 

will continue to support Pioneer Community Energy with the same energy and commitment that I have to 

date. I will schedule a closed session item on the August 5, 2019 agenda to discuss recruitment planning. 

I thank you for the opportunity to further serve the people and communities of Placer County through my 

work on Pioneer Community Energy.  My greatest professional reward is the satisfaction of knowing I have 

made a difference for the people and communities of Placer County. 

Respectfully, 

 

Jenine Windeshausen 

  


