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Riverside County Sheriff Stan Sniff today received the Board of Supervisors' OK to make a $2 
million purchase of vehicles and equipment slated for use by deputies who work in the court 
system. 

The board without comment voted 5-0 to authorize the sheriff to draw budgeted funds from an 
internal account in order to acquire 36 vehicles, as well as radio gear and other hardware. 

In documents posted to the board's policy agenda, sheriff's officials said the court services fleet 
is in need of replacement and upgrades. 

The board-approved purchase will enable the sheriff's department to procure 28 Ford 
Interceptors, five Ford Expeditions, two Chevrolet Tahoes and one Toyota Camry hybrid. 

The Camry retails for just under $30,000. However, most of the other vehicles average between 
$58,000 and $60,000 each after modifications. 

Thirty vehicles will serve as standard black-and-whites, but five of the vehicles will be 
designated for "stealth" operations, sheriff's officials said, without elaborating. 

Court services deputies sometimes take part in undercover stings in which they stake out 
courthouses and wait for known unlicensed motorists or those with suspended licenses to leave 
hearings and attempt to drive away -- only to be arrested for violating their probation. 

Deputies assigned to the sheriff's civil division are also responsible for serving bench warrants 
and other writs. 
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Some of the existing court division vehicles have not reached half the county's 115,000-mile 
replacement standard, so those vehicles will be transferred to patrol stations for use after the 
new units arrive. 

The $2.09 million purchase will include acquisition of gear to network each vehicle into the 
county's Public Safety Enterprise Communication System, as well as equipment to directly 
facilitate "civil process operations," documents stated. 

All the funds will be drawn from the Sheriff's Write Assessment account. Every time a deputy 
serves a court order in a civil matter, the sheriff's department collects a $12 fee, officials said. 
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