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The Board of Supervisors today approved Riverside County Sheriff Stan Sniff's request to 
purchase an armored truck for SWAT operations at a cost of just under $300,000. 

The Ballistic Engineered Armored Response Counter Attack Truck -- BEARCAT -- is needed to 
supplement the sheriff's current fleet of three armored vehicles, according to Undersheriff Bill 
DiYorio. 

"This is becoming standard equipment with SWAT units," he told the board. "We use these 
vehicles because of the types of individuals we're encountering." 

The customized BEARCAT will be procured from Pittsfield, Massachusetts-based Lenco Armor 
without seeking competitive bids from any other entity. Officials said Lenco is premier in the 
industry. 

"Lenco's passive multi-hit armor system provides ballistic protection and is built with military 
specifications," according to documents posted to the board's policy agenda. "With the use of 
the Lenco BEARCAT, law enforcement officers, crisis negotiators and tactical medics can safely 
roll face-to-face with an active shooter or barricaded gunman. In the past, negotiators and 
medics remained outside the 'hot zone,' several blocks away." 

The four-wheel drive armored truck features a camera system to cover all angles surrounding 
the vehicle, a topside turret system, bullet-proof windows, an intercom for use in and out of the 
vehicle and a 6.7-liter, turbo-charged engine. 

The armor plating is the same used on military and U.S. State Department vehicles. 
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Officials said that in the last 18 months, the sheriff's current armored vehicle fleet has been 
taken out of service 27 times because of maintenance and repairs, leaving tactical units with no 
means of heavy-duty transportation. 

The new BEARCAT will help fill the gap, DiYorio said. 

"We have to have a reliable piece of equipment," he said. 

The total cost, with modifications, will come to $299,917, covered by asset forfeiture funds 
already in the sheriff's budget. 

The sheriff's SWAT personnel are centrally located in Banning for deployment to all corners of 
the county, according to DiYorio. 
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