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SAL RODRIGUEZ: No time to throw more
money at prison guards
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By SAL RODRIGUEZ / Staff columnist

California can no longer afford the failed experiment of
mass incarceration. When the voters approved
measures like Proposition 36, which amended “three
strikes” laws, and Prop. 47, which reduced penalties for
petty theft and drug crimes, they were sending a clear
message to Sacramento that trudging on with the same
old policies was no longer acceptable.

Yet, with $10.6 billion in proposed spending on the

state’s corrections system, the most ever and equal to
§70,000 per prisoner per year, California government seems set to continue
overspending on prisons that mostly fail to “correct” those who enter them, while
underinvesting in alternatives.

The current legislative session has mostly mirrored others in recent years, in that
lawmakers have shown little interest in curbing spending on corrections or figuring
out how better to allocate the state’s finite resources on preventing crime and keeping
former inmates from returning to prison.

If there’s anything California legislators need to get right this session, it’s ensuring the
savings from a reduced prison population, thanks to Prop. 47, are properly allocated
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to the Safe Neighborhood and Schools Fund, which Prop. 47 created to invest those
savings in things like drug treatment, mental health programs and other crime
prevention efforts.

Unfortunately, Gov. Jerry Brown, curiously, has estimated savings of less than $30
million, well below the $100 million projected by the independent Legislative
Analyst’s Office. “We find that the administration likely underestimates the savings
and overestimates the costs resulting from” Prop. 47, the LAO reported in February.
“For example, we estimate that the actual level of prison savings due to Prop. 47 could
be $83 million higher compared to the administration’s estimate.”

Getting the math correct is important because, without crime prevention programs
adequately funded, it simply makes it harder for state and local governments to
actually implement the wishes of the electorate. Keeping people out of state prisons
for petty offenses is only part of the package with Prop. 47, while making sure they
stay out, or never enter in the first place, is just as important.

Whether lawmakers adequately contemplate this remains to be seen, but they will be
faced with another, costly feature of the criminal justice system: a new contract with
the union for the state’s prison guards, who, arguably, have benefited the most from
overreliance on incarceration.

The proposed contract with the California Correctional Peace Officers Association,
which represents Bargaining Unit 6, calls for a 9 percent pay raise through July 2018.
According to analysis by the LAO, this would add roughly $600 million in spending
commitments by 2018-19.

Of course, there’s no evidence that California prison guard pay at present isn’t
competitive - after all, state prison guards routinely earn $100,000, with overtime -
and it would be counterproductive for such a giveaway to be entertained at a time of
overall fiscal constraints.

Whether there is any political will to reject the contract is another matter. After all, the
CCPOA has long been one of the most influential unions in the state, contributing vast
sums to politicians for decades and aggressively pushing a pro-incarceration agenda.

Throwing more money at prison guards isn’t what is needed. Investing in alternatives
to incarceration and evidence-based crime-prevention programming is a far greater
need than taking care of a politically potent public-employee union.

Perhaps state lawmakers need to be reminded that the criminal justice system is
supposed to advance the interests of justice, not fatten the pocketbooks of those who
work within it. To date, Sacramento lawmakers have shown an inability to understand
this, to the detriment of a coherent, well-functioning criminal justice system that
emphasizes the salaries of public employees, instead of results.

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR: Letters to the Editor: E-mail to letters@pe.com.
Please provide your name, city and telephone number (telephone numbers will not
be published). Letters of about 200 words will be given preference. Letters will be
edited for length, grammar and clarity.

http://www.pe.com/articles/state-799093-prison-prop.html

7/7/16, 9:49 PM

CenquZI_

McDANIEL & ASSOCIATES

IN REAL ESTATE
IN HEMET/SAN JACINTO

Click HERE or CALL 951-925-7628
or 951-652-0645

Nakai Painting

877-769-4468

Riverside Yellow Pages
THINGS TO DO

Most Popular Events See Al

Cash'd Out

Jul 9
The Cave

Page 2 of 5


http://local.pe.com/temecula-CA/construction/painters/Nakai-Painting-877-769-4468
http://local.pe.com/temecula-CA/construction/painters/Nakai-Painting-877-769-4468
http://local.pe.com/
http://event.pe.com/
http://event.pe.com/bigbearlake/events/cashd-out-/E0-001-091005485-3
http://event.pe.com/bigbearlake/events/cashd-out-/E0-001-091005485-3
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuaeEqcEpYADJS7mDTRpnQRU65yRVKxk9QzSYxZeZFjxLJ9UcW7icqRVIoPAB34P2s4UZLA7IRClcc0eBhI6Qh0HTJ3KrMlXbUXPf9vHSkHXbxbWyVQhbhqIUb_MphNLNBi-wrohKvft8UF5AZCW13_G0UcL2B9xpFnezBKg-72ihHFliZyvsTOffFiAy0&sai=AMfl-YSXKJ6dpKBjOxqrYzdV3q5rNZXBbZqbJw1yXYRtyz5G0bgrePbSakUMLGdp0B40Owok2moe685kuA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJ8JqD-PpH9Y&adurl=http://www.c21mcdaniel.com
mailto:letters@pe.com

SAL RODRIGUEZ: No time to throw more money at prison guards - Press Enterprise 7/7/16, 9:49 PM

MORE FROM OPINION

s CARTOONS: Hillary's domain of freedom

THERESA CAPUTO
NOVEMBER 12

EDITORIAL: Pot on the ballot in San Bernardino \

Ea T T

TickeTs Now JEVYWNITal

EDITORIAL: Watching the watchmen

COMMENTS | PRINT | EMAIL | SHARE

FROM AROUND THE WEB

selected for you by a sponsor

Now - July 31

LEARN MORE £ SPA RESORT CASINO

DOWNTOWN PALM SPHINGS

An g

32 INSANE Perfectly Timed U.S. Betrayed: The Real Haunting Photos of the
Photos You Must See! Reason Britain Left The World's Most Evil Men As
UrbanJoker European Union Children

The Sovereign Investor LifeDaily.com

23 Historic Photos Taken Enter Your Name, Wait 15 Retiring Happily Abroad: 21
Moments Before Tragedy Seconds, The Results Are Best Places

Struck Shocking! TheStreet

LifeDaily.com Instant Checkmate

MORE FROM THE WEB YOU MIGHT ALSO LIKE

http://www.pe.com/articles/state-799093-prison-prop.html Page 3 of 5


https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjstai8YiAiOvSBi6jR16buR5zPw7xaqKA8hXMzzlEqyNquXCrQ4msyVTMsvT-FmQuwrIm7gK4soSybHij_JdDP5Fkat9tszfsAeBQHMCDUUykyo1kw9xsFUrXNUOpDMPWlgn0ETf6H39NDMWB1lnWxjWdhH6pcIjbQ6bK4dKQIaBt9LkRaxFBuvR2ch0FHT9%26sai%3DAMfl-YTpPUbLad2lrBmcnBIXs985fRPWM5gZ67DUfNMm1Gveq_YnUnT8w8jOPVcJDRv1Ol7x-iBKJKqRvg%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzIJntZjuEfdHEAE%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttp://adfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/23875-176494-35300-18?mpt=681899975&mpcr=99569361&mpcrset=root
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click%3Fxai%3DAKAOjst4FK_JZV_EjAVjRo-OtTXpJtbOq2mp6akFfcRCDsHv2UZdWrBSOykd3DB--vEwwpnNAQmg-mEA5A3ap--K38GhvxIS73ZYyjKC8CYPGQjlKL-LhpuO7sLzG0Q2GtfBgNKAxZCxZR6yi44t6Bd7ks5fLYT5NVXMolMK0melGhTBWtVyoZcQQR5g82udDkVL%26sai%3DAMfl-YRazjUhDV941G-gnd1lJAyaNmuepFMvAh5k-6ySvkFfGhKSOCTDTt1urnSEfoSRpKakWUmBegycAg%26sig%3DCg0ArKJSzO2gUSRhBz1zEAE%26urlfix%3D1%26adurl%3Dhttp://adfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/23876-176497-35300-3?mpt=765375719&mpcr=99517858&mpcrset=root
http://www.pe.com/articles/state-799093-prison-prop.html#
http://www.pe.com/articles/exit-807598-iran-brexit.html?pic=1
http://www.pe.com/articles/city-807631-measure-council.html
http://www.pe.com/articles/vote-807630-government-rights.html
http://www.pe.com/common/archives/?catID=24154
http://www.pe.com/articles/state-799093-prison-prop.html#article-comments
http://www.pe.com/common/printer/view.php?db=pressenterprise&id=799093
mailto:?subject=PRESSENTERPRISE:%20SAL%20RODRIGUEZ%3A%20No%20time%20to%20throw%20more%20money%20at%20prison%20guards&body=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pe.com%2Farticles%2Fstate-799093-prison-prop.html
javascript:void(0)
http://www.urbanjoker.com/entertainment/32-photos-captured-exact-right-moment?utm_campaign=Right%20Moment%20-%20Desktop%20OB&utm_source=OutBrain&utm_medium=108847&utm_content=57215442&utm_term=32+INSANE+Perfectly+Timed+Photos+You+Must+See%21
http://thesovereigninvestor.com/exclusives/u-s-betrayed-real-reason-britain-left-european-union/?z=523876
http://www.lifedaily.com/18-chilling-childhood-photos-of-the-most-evil-men-in-the-world/#utm_medium=referral&utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=OB-EvilMen
http://www.lifedaily.com/23-powerful-pictures-taken-before-tragedy-struck/#utm_medium=referral&utm_source=Outbrain&utm_campaign=OB-TragedyPhotos
http://tracking.instantcheckmate.com/?a=163&oc=1&c=246&s1=&s2=
http://www.thestreet.com/story/13232123/1/the-21-best-places-to-retire-overseas.html?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=tstoutbrain&cm_ven=outbrain&utm_term=108847

SAL RODRIGUEZ: No time to throw more money at prison guards - Press Enterprise

You Need More Room In Your Kitchen? You Must
See These Tricks StepUpNews

Bill Clinton Affair with Vice President's Daughter:
REVEALED LifeDaily

13 Most Common Symptoms of Liver Disease
Reinventing Aging

The Bride Had No Idea They Were Filming When
This Happened... Sharedable

These yoga pants are the fastest selling pants in
history Glamour

These 20 Scenes Caught On Google Street View
Will Drop Your Jaw Its The Vibe

This Week's Circulars

METROLINK: Train headed for Riverside hits
pedestrian near Los Angeles

RIVERSIDE: Pot dispensary shooting critically
hurts employee

TEMECULA: How a robbery turned into a chase,
two collisions and a fatal shooting by deputies
RIVERSIDE: Drug lab explosion sparks fire; 2
burned (UPDATE)

SAN BERNARDINO: Police investigate city’s 32nd
homicide, 29th homicide deemed self-defense

RIVERSIDE: Decomposed body found near
homeless encampment (UPDATE)

Recommended by

T pr—— N D =essms S SO =
miths Low prices. Market fi % i/}_s%n ; .i M \_ ol WRITE AI:
P * 97¢ (I B = ,JOR THIS HUGE : ' o i @
pres 25 299. - | > _— ol
= = . 0 I : Ltﬂ 2 : :
¢ 8 ¥ ErrmEE 3l

97¢ ) s 8® ALUESFOR OVER 60

1.79.==—

&% == N M Koo Pt o | TENTS &
S 3% g Py (D7E . acl-Mline,  $10 VISA CARD === .
HOVER FOR CIRCULAR

HOVER FOR CIRCULAR

ICES

0 ]

SHOP

Buy $30 of these products, Get a Visa® Olympic Games-themed

HOVER FOR CIRCULAR
=S

Smiths EE N C=

Join the conversation

Comments are encouraged, but you must follow our User Agreement

Keep it civil and stay on topic. No profanity, vulgarity, racial slurs or personal attacks. People who
harass others or joke about tragedies will be blocked. By posting your comment, you agree to
allow Freedom Communications, Inc. the right to republish your name and comment in
additional Freedom publications without any notification or payment.

http://www.pe.com/articles/state-799093-prison-prop.html

7/7/16, 9:49 PM

Page 4 of 5


http://circulars.pe.com/?p=pressenterprise&chrome=nohead&locale=en&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_3237&utm_term=title&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://circulars.pe.com/?p=pressenterprise&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=783883&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_3237&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_2486&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://circulars.pe.com/?p=pressenterprise&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=772149&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_3237&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_261&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://circulars.pe.com/?p=pressenterprise&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=766015&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_3237&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_545&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://www.pe.com/sections/about/privacy-policy-and-terms-of-use/
http://www.stepupnews.com/10-space-efficient-tricks-for-smarter-living/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=002-10-space-efficient-tricks-for-smarter-living-d-us&utm_campaign=002-10-space-efficient-tricks-for-smarter-living-d-us&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=108847
http://www.lifedaily.com/19-very-interesting-facts-about-bill-clinton/#utm_medium=referral&utm_source=outbrain&utm_term=108847&utm_campaign=OB-BillClinton
http://www.reinventingaging.org/general-health/13-common-symptoms-of-liver-disease/?utm_source=Outbrain%20-%20DT%20-%2013%20Common%20Symptoms%20of%20Liver%20Disease&utm_medium=108847
http://sharedable.com/hilarious-wedding-moments-captured?utm_subid=33009&utm_campaign=3872&utm_source=outbrainsafe&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=108847
http://ib.adnxs.com/getuid?http://track.interstateanalytics.com/trackad?link_id=00a6765422b85f8c7dc565203ee0cc970b&source=outbrain&campaign=002c35d9bbd232dd33279e9b28649503d4&medium=00d48c366425563a9c13216e0df42a1543&project_key=2844f6984e229d7905003d7f02435c9e1c88ba31&publisher=outbrain&adnxs_uid=$UID&redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.glamour.com%2Fstory%2Fyoga-pants-you-can-wear-to-wor
http://itsthevibe.com/google-street-views/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=108847&utm_content=61837829&utm_campaign=Outbrain_GSV
http://www.pe.com/articles/metrolink-807545-tweeted-passenger.html
http://www.pe.com/articles/resulted-806734-hospital-riverside.html
http://www.pe.com/articles/report-807550-fleeing-started.html
http://www.pe.com/articles/riverside-807402-fire-shortly.html
http://www.pe.com/articles/police-807000-released-multiple.html
http://www.pe.com/articles/discovery-806911-riverside-guard.html

SAL RODRIGUEZ: No time to throw more money at prison guards - Press Enterprise 7/7/16, 9:49 PM

2 Comments Sort by | Newest

Add a comment...

i Irwin Schmidt - Groomer at Self-Employed

Not helping guards comabt crime will only give hate groups gun nuts an excuse to
push their gun agenda and racism. Lets give thes e courageus heros who keep our
communitys safe a hearty thanks and pay them fairley.

Like - Reply - £ 2 - Apr 7, 2016 12:25pm

F ' Mac Burgos

¥ Law abiding citizens are the ones who benefit from the "overreliance" on
incarceration. Criminals commit crimes, lock them up and the can't commit
crimes....at least not in the community.

Like - Reply - &% 1 - Apr 7, 2016 11:56am

Irwin Schmidt - Groomer at Self-Employed

Exacly. Keep them under control and we wont be so afraid to walk the
streets at night

Like - Reply - 7 1 - Apr 7, 2016 12:23pm
] Facebook Comments Plugin
~BE.N. bt We simplify

v = digital marketing Ad
for dealerships everywhere. -y

Home | News | Cities | Sports | Entertainment | Business | Life | Opinion | Blogs | Photos | Obituaries | Weather | Real Estate | Jobs | Cars | Classifieds Return to Top

Copyright © 2016 The Press-Enterprise & Digital First Media. All Rights Reserved.
About Us | Privacy Policy & Terms of Use | Copyright | Arbitration | Site Map

http://www.pe.com/articles/state-799093-prison-prop.html Page 5 of 5


http://www.pe.com/articles/state-799093-prison-prop.html#
http://www.pe.com/
http://www.pe.com/sections/news/
http://www.pe.com/sections/news/city-news/
http://www.pe.com/sections/sports/
http://www.pe.com/sections/entertainment/
http://www.pe.com/sections/business/
http://www.pe.com/sections/life/
http://www.pe.com/sections/opinion/
http://www.pe.com/sections/blogs/
http://www.pe.com/sections/galleries/gallery/?category_id_list=24161
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/pe/
http://weather.pe.com/
http://www.pe.com/sections/realestate/
http://www.pe.com/sections/jobs/
http://www.pe.com/sections/cars/
http://classifieds.pe.com/
http://www.pe.com/
http://www.digitalfirstmedia.com/
http://www.pe.com/sections/about/
http://www.pe.com/sections/about/privacy-policy-and-terms-of-use/
http://www.pe.com/sections/about/copyright/
http://local.digitalfirstmedia.com/common/dfm/arbitration.pdf
http://www.pe.com/sections/sitemap/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100012154305905
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100006810468368
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100006810468368
https://www.facebook.com/mac.burgos.50
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100006810468368
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Groomer/131701883540207
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Self-Employed/594445203920155
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?api_key=1413700038878423&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D42%23cb%3Df3472fdd28%26domain%3Dwww.pe.com%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.pe.com%252Ff324e62468%26relation%3Dparent.parent&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pe.com%2Farticles%2Fstate-799093-prison-prop.html&locale=en_US&numposts=5&sdk=joey&version=v2.4&width=600#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?api_key=1413700038878423&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D42%23cb%3Df3472fdd28%26domain%3Dwww.pe.com%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.pe.com%252Ff324e62468%26relation%3Dparent.parent&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pe.com%2Farticles%2Fstate-799093-prison-prop.html&locale=en_US&numposts=5&sdk=joey&version=v2.4&width=600#
http://www.pe.com/articles/state-799093-prison-prop.html?fb_comment_id=854466128014026_854817671312205
https://www.facebook.com/mac.burgos.50
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?api_key=1413700038878423&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D42%23cb%3Df3472fdd28%26domain%3Dwww.pe.com%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.pe.com%252Ff324e62468%26relation%3Dparent.parent&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pe.com%2Farticles%2Fstate-799093-prison-prop.html&locale=en_US&numposts=5&sdk=joey&version=v2.4&width=600#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?api_key=1413700038878423&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D42%23cb%3Df3472fdd28%26domain%3Dwww.pe.com%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.pe.com%252Ff324e62468%26relation%3Dparent.parent&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pe.com%2Farticles%2Fstate-799093-prison-prop.html&locale=en_US&numposts=5&sdk=joey&version=v2.4&width=600#
http://www.pe.com/articles/state-799093-prison-prop.html?fb_comment_id=854466128014026_854808154646490
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100006810468368
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Groomer/131701883540207
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Self-Employed/594445203920155
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?api_key=1413700038878423&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D42%23cb%3Df3472fdd28%26domain%3Dwww.pe.com%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.pe.com%252Ff324e62468%26relation%3Dparent.parent&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pe.com%2Farticles%2Fstate-799093-prison-prop.html&locale=en_US&numposts=5&sdk=joey&version=v2.4&width=600#
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?api_key=1413700038878423&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D42%23cb%3Df3472fdd28%26domain%3Dwww.pe.com%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.pe.com%252Ff324e62468%26relation%3Dparent.parent&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pe.com%2Farticles%2Fstate-799093-prison-prop.html&locale=en_US&numposts=5&sdk=joey&version=v2.4&width=600#
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/comments/
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?api_key=1413700038878423&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D42%23cb%3Df3472fdd28%26domain%3Dwww.pe.com%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.pe.com%252Ff324e62468%26relation%3Dparent.parent&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pe.com%2Farticles%2Fstate-799093-prison-prop.html&locale=en_US&numposts=5&sdk=joey&version=v2.4&width=600#
http://www.adtaxinetworks.com/?utm_source=AdTaxi&utm_medium=DisplayMarketing&utm_campaign=REM

